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CHARGES
Menbers and Associ at es
Friday Di nner to Monday Breakfast £2 17s. 6d. £2 10s. 6d
Friday Di nner to Sunday Dinner .. £2 12s. d. £2 b5s. 0Od
Saturday Tea to Sunday Dinner .. £1 11s. 6d. £1 7s. 6d

For independent study, research, and witing, the charge is
£6 17s. 6d. per week. Enquiries should be nade to the Secretary.
Rati on books nust be brought for a stay of five days or |onger

Experi nental Dance and Drama

"THE SCENE is a market-place in an Eastern city. A Youth, full of
an enjoyabl e bewi | dernent, stands in the centre, obviously a
stranger. A group of market-wonen and flower-girls nake fun of
himand form a dance round him This is broken up by the

caval cade of a notability. As the commption dies away the Youth

i s approached by the Tenpter, a suave and opul ent ganester and

i ntriguer who has been watching him The Tenpter leads himin
turn to a party of drunks, to the harlots, and to the ganblers.
In each group he is wel conmed riotously, becom ng the centre of
attention and flattery until finally, his noney squandered, they
all turn on him Fam ne strides through the nocking crowd; al
except the Youth and the Tenpter fall dead. The Youth tries to
revive a young harl ot whom he | oved, but his evil conpanion is
concerned only to rifle the dead figures. Struck with horror, the
Yout h sees the bodies cone alive again in the formof sw ne which
he has to feed as they herd round him Then he has a sudden
feeling of revulsion and renorse. He cones to hinself and, at the
monent when he drags hinself away, the swine are transfixed and
remain in rigid gestures as he turns to walk sl owy honeward



These are the nain episodes of the second act, in dance and m ne,
of The Prodigal Son, as produced by a group who worked under the
direction of Eva and A ynn Faithfull on the week-end of My 16-19
at Braziers Park. The role of the Prodigal Son was taken by Ann
Burdess and that of the Tenpter by John Liddell. Part of
Schubert's "Unfini shed Synphony" was used for the nusic. The

wor ki ng out of the first and third acts, and the conposition of a
spoken "Prol ogue in Heaven" and an epil ogue, have been | eft over
for nore detailed study during the Braziers Sunmmer School

The di scussions of the text and its interpretation by the group
during the week-end proved to be very val uable and were noreover
an essential part of the dramatic treatnment of the story. This
integration of an artistic with an intellectual approach to
soci al rel ationshi ps—a probl em of which Braziers has as yet only
touched the fringes—showed prom se of interesting devel opnents
During the week-end the main theme of the drama energed as the
transcendence of human val ues and of the continuity of group life
over the exact distribution of goods and over retributive
justice.

In order that there should be an opportunity during the week-end
of conbi ni ng spoken scenes with dance and minme, a prologue to the
second act was worked out. The follow ng |ines, begun by Vi
Flutter and finished by @ynn Faithfull, are what was produced on
the basis of the group discussions. The whole act, wth prol ogue,
was presented to an audi ence after tea on Sunday, the steps of
the terrace and the |l awn serving as a stage

Provi si onal Prologue to the Second Act of
"The Prodigal Son" in Wrd, Mne, and Dance

Messenger: Now you who are watching this play nmust try to see
with God's eye, to whomlight and darkness/nearness and di stance,
are the same. You will gaily follow the Younger Son al ong the
enticing road that |eads across the plains and over the nountain
pass which is the frontier of a far country. Before himthe sun
shines on the towers of a great city, greater than he has ever
seen. The gates are open and the nmany-col oured crowd throngs in
towards the market-place. He hastens to join them inpatient to
play his part in the I arger world. How nobnotonous seemthe daily
tasks of hone, how snmall and nean the farm-a tiny inmage far away
at the back of his mnd

God (speaking fromelevation to R of Stage):

Far and near are alike to ne. | amin the market-place; | amin
the farm In the eager heart of the Younger Son, in the sorrow ng
heart of the Father.

(The Father and the El der Son approach slow)/ to centre of stage)

Messenger: And on the farmthe sl ow days pass, while the corn
grows to harvest and the fruit ripens: each hour with its
appoi nted task.

Fat her: Whether there is feast or funeral, birth or marri age—

El der Son: The horses nust be watered, the herds driven out to
past ure—

Fat her: Whether the heart rejoices, whether the heart breaks or
the mind is distracted with grief—

El der Son: The cows mnmust be milked, the eggs collected, and the
cat put out at night.



God: Present, past, and future are all alike to me. | amin the
feet of the dancers in the market-place at the sane tinme as | see
t he shadow of fam ne stal ki ng over the burning | and.

Father: Lord, the ways of cattle are easy to know, but the ways
of children and nmen are full of strife. For many nonths now

have been troubl ed about ny son young Azael, the darling of all
our tribe. He was a lad of many gifts, sharp of eye and rapid on
foot and with a heart that did not regard danger. And now | have
let himgo. |I had to. He was unhappy. He took to brooding with
sudden angry outbreaks, full of ready explanations but accepting
no reason. Qur world was too small, he said. Wiy did we keep him
at hone to do what any hired foreman or trained scribe could do
?'Was not his brother, nmy first-born, nore than ready to care for
all, and capabl e of supporting my authority and sway over man and
beast ? "Gve nme ny portion," he said "and let ne go to some

pl ace where things other than sacks of corn and bal es of wool

fill people's nmnds and their houses. Let ne find abetter world
with freedomto do what | want." Lord, Lord, why should our best
efforts and hopes run out and turn to bitterness like rain in the
stony desert, and our own of fspring burden our days ]

God: | am both hope and sorrow, | amthe old and the new. Wen
men reject nme in one place it is still me they seek in another
They insist on making ne after their own i mage and then have to
destroy their own idol

Father: | saw that to keep hi m back neant peace for none. | |et
him go and now ny heart aches because | know he does not see the
traps and snares of the world. He will look only for adventure
and will find hinself face to face with death.

God: | amcreation and destruction. Those who would seek new life
nust know deat h,

Father: And Ell, ny elder boy, was angry when | gave Azael half
of his mother's dowy and a string of nine Arabian horses | aden
with treasure. "Is this just?" he said "Does God so rule the
worl d that those who earn and nmake nust give away, and those who
dream nust take? Wiy shoul d Azael |earn by squandering ?"

God: | neither rule nor nmeasure. | amthe conet and the unnoving
North Star. | amthe rain and the desert. | amall that is, and
for me there is no final |osing and finding. Wen nen take, it is
me they take, and when they give it is | who am given. The Rod of
Iron that nen see in ny hand is forged in the heat of their
denying nme. Go now, and think of what you would do if you saw
your Azael coming fromafar, pale, weary, and enpty-handed.

Creative Learning and Teachi ng
The Week-end of June 6-9, 1952, at Braziers Park
THE MAIN THEME of the week-end was "the proof by doing” that al
participants had far greater creative powers than they had
t hought .
To prove this, we had the experience of Ms. Jeannie Cannon with

pai nting and nodelling and that of Dr. C. Gattegno in nathenmatics
and poetry. Both had in their own spheres nmade people aware of



their powers in creating forns and in gai ning confidence enough
to wish to inprove upon their standard of achi evenent.

The course of the week-end was planned in order to give as little
time as possible to theoretical discussions and the maxi numto
experinents. Still, it was interesting to attenpt to see whet her
we coul d agree upon the neaning of our title. Verbal expressions
were not always very happy. Wen people were asked whet her they

| acked the creative spirit, several said that they did. Then the
| eaders mmi ntained their conviction that everyone was creative,
that often preconceived ideas stood in one’s way of realization
and that it would not take nore than the week-end to shake these
wong beliefs. A definition of “creation" as a new synthesis gave
rise to an interesting discussion. In particular, the two

meani ngs of "new' were spotted: one for the individual and one
for society; and it was agreed that the value judgenment could be
left out and there could still be creation and synthesis for the
i ndi vidual, even a new synthesis, though it night not be
outstanding socially. Perhaps it was for that reason that
creation was bottled down by nost peopl e—because they woul d not
dare.

We all dared on four occasions: twice with plastic nedia, once
verbal ly, and once purely nentally. The painting and nodel ling
sessions were as usual very successful and nobst enjoyable. The
participants | ooked at their efforts amazed, and felt that here
there was a line of devel opnent for them Wen we attenpted to
pai nt our Scottish friend in his beautiful kilt and agai nst that
crimson background, colour, shape and perspective chall enged us
and were partly overcone. Nothing nore was needed to nake us fee
that our hands, sight and mind were evolving a synthesis that
could be satisfying (relatively)because of the feeling of oneself
present in the undertaking.

The poetry session was a delightful experinent. No one expected
fromit what it yielded. First we were given inpronptu the order
to wite a poemon any topic. Nothing nore was said, Sone people
wer e shocked, others resented being asked, utnost of us tried,
and we had a great feeling of admiration for all the poens read.
They were all different, showing a sense of hunour, rich in tone
and subject matter. The second exercise was different: we had to
wite on "The New Synthesis". Fromthis, too, we got a set of

i nteresting and astoni shing productions, naking it plain that the
participants were nore than just literate people. It was fun, and
we hoped that the best of our productions would appear in the
Braziers Park Quarterly. [It is hoped to publish a selection in
our next issue.—Editor.]

The mat hematics session was conducted with the group divided into
two minds: the one that of a teacher who thinks mathematics is as
natural as breathing, and the other that of the majority of the
partici pants, who had queer ideas about the subject, gathered at
school. W were able, through the careful use of our imagery, to
see how we can nmerge our inmges and our actions into thoughts

whi ch are mathenatical only because we disregard the particul ar
nature of the el enents concerned

"To spin" is clear to all; to spin figures round their centres is
al nrost as obvious; to select the circle because it is the only
figure always coincident with itself whatever the anmount of spin
provi des a mat hematical definition. Coincidence of figures by
rotation round their centres shows the variety of figures: a
square coi ncides when the rotation is a quarter of a whole
circle, a hexagon when it is a sixth —but a circle for any



anount. This, for a mathenmatician, may be very advanced, and can
be an introduction to the "G oup Theory", a nodern chapter of
hi gher al gebr a.

Al had little difficulty in stating what they saw and felt, and
their statenents were mat hematical utterances—but they did not
know it.

We enjoyed our creativeness, and that week-end.
In Brief

Puppets nade an appearance at Braziers during the experinental
pai nti ng and nodel I i ng week-end of February 15-18, |ed by John
Li ddell, who with the help of Joan and a friend gave an
attractive display after dinner in the nminiature theatre set up
for the purpose in the inner hall.

* * *

The followi ng week-end Norman G ai ster gave a talk on "The Herd
Psychol ogy of Politics", basing sone of his remarks on the work
of Wlfred Trotter and Professor Lionel Penrose. In a critique of
nmodern di al ectical thought, Harold Wal sby pointed out that
"dialectical nmaterialisnt as practised in Russia today is only
the first stage of dialectical thought through which Hege

passed. "Formal" thought assumes the absolute validity of
Aristotle's law of contradiction, i.e., that nothing can both be
and not beat the sane time. Marx saw that division and unity were
each necessary to the understanding of the other. Lenin, unlike
Mar x, seens to have stressed division and conflict as pernmanently
necessary, agreement being only tenporary.

* * *

Jean Lindsay, directing the nusic week-end of February 29-

March 3,gave a talk on seventeenth-century nusic, with granophone
illustrations, and delighted the conpany with the session she
called "Musical Frivolities”. An unusual note was struck during
the sane week-end by a talk on forestry by John Rowl and, and a
tree-planting session under his direction at which everyone

pl anted at |east one tree. The exhilaration of a norning out of
doors planting trees on a really beautiful, crisp day, full of
the pronise of spring, contrasted delightfully with the cosiness

i ndoors of nusic and wood fires.
* * *

A conference of organizations concerned with international trave
abroad was convened on March 7-10 by Caleb Gattegno, L. es Sc.
DE S, D.Phil., MA, Director of the International Training
Institute, and R dynn Faithfull, B.A , Secretary of Friends of
the Future, Teachers and others interested in the exchange of
school children between different countries for holiday periods
di scussed the difficulties they encountered in this, and its
effect on the children concerned. M. Cammaerts, of the Centra
Bureau for Educational Visits and Exchanges, set up by the

U N E S C. O National Co-operating Body for Education, described
the work of his organization. The people attending the conference
were highly efficient practical organizers, and sone were at
first inclined to regard Dr. Gattegno's theoretical approach as
rather aside fromthe work in which they were actively engaged.
After a phase in which there was a tendency to use to the ful
this uni que opportunity of conparing notes with other executive
workers to the exclusion of theoretical considerations, it becane



clear that Dr. Gattegno's approach had not been wi thout value to
themin their own individual syntheses.

On March 21-24, under the heading "Religion and the Soci al

Sci ences”, Alfred Cannon put forward his personal approach to
religion, and pointed out that although religion and socia
science were really conplenentary, the cl eavage between t hem
existing in people's mnds today was an obstacle to progress. The
met hod generally in use at Braziers, of dealing with the positive
aspect of any situation first and | eaving negations to revea
thensel ves s bases for further discussions, proved particularly
successful in bringing about a very full understanding of the

di fferent points of view between all participating, and the week-
end finished with a feeling of satisfaction as of sonething

achi eved.

Brazi ers Research Council held a very successful neeting on
March 28-April 1, and provided anple nmaterial for its nmenbers to
work on before its next neeting in October,

* * *

A lively and very interesting week-end was that of April 4-7
when three nenbers of the University of Liverpool—Professor W E.
Col l'i nson, Professor of German and Lecturer in Esperanto; R

A ynn Faithfull, Lecturer in Italian; and Erika Wrtz, Lecturer
in German—ran a course entitled "Learn to Learn a Foreign
Language". This was a novel experinent in a direct method of
teachi ng which proved very successful, for at the final session
both the Italian and Gernman groups gave a short sketch in their
respective |languages learnt entirely during the week-end, though
several of those taking part had no previ ous know edge of the

| anguage in which they were conversing. Professor Collinson

poi nted out that although a foreign | anguage clearly cannot be

| earnt in one week-end, such a course gives beginners a flying
start by stinulating their interest and renoving i nmagi nary
obst acl es.

During the period covered by the above short accounts severa
experinental painting and nodel ling week-ends were held, at which
Jeanni e Cannon continued to introduce new features fromtine to
tinme. At the June week-end B. Sheppard, B.A., spoke on the

Sat urday afternoon about “Experiences in Col our Associ ations”

di scussi ng the psychol ogi cal effect of colour in one's
surroundi ngs, and what colours are nost frequently associ ated
with different enotions, and why, These experinental painting and
nodel | i ng week-ends, now established as part of the work of
Braziers Park, have clearly also becone part of the lives of many
of those who come to them not once but regularly, to create and
be refreshed.

CAN YOQU HELP US?

If any readers have copies of the earlier issues of the Quarterly
(Numbers1-4) that they no | onger require, we should be nost
grateful for their return; for these issues were allowed to go
out of print before we had conpleted our sets for Braziers Park
Li brary.



HANDLI ST OF LECTURES AND COURSES
SUMVER, 1952

This list is an outline only of our programme. |f any of the
titles interest you, do please wite for a detailed syllabus,
with tine-table and reading list. This will place you under no
obligation to attend, but will show you the full scope and
intention of the Course.

JULY 29 | NTERNATI ONAL SEM NAR

AUG 12 jointly with the International Training Institute
Leader: Dr. C. Gattegno

First week: Education for Service v. Education for Leadership
Second week: The British Culture

AUG 15-29 SENSORY SUMVER SCHOOL*
Freedom and the Discipline of Reality

The choice between illusory freedomin fantasy and real creative
freedomwithin the limts of attainable experience.

As at earlier Sumrer Schools, only the first week will be planned
i n advance, the second being planned by the School in the |ight
of what has been achieved in the first. The general franework of
bot h, however, will be the same, with one full day's expedition
each week. Experinental painting, nodelling, dance, drama, and
music will formpart of the School's activities. The foll ow ng
session titles will be included in the programe: —

Aut hority, Convention, and the Service of Humanity
The | npotence of WII Power
Rel i gion as the Link between Freedom and Di scipline
Goodness, Sel f-l1ove, and Altruism
Freedom t o Experi ment

Speakers: Alfred Cannon, R dynn Faithfull, Eve Fi sk,
J. Norman d aister, Seton Pollock, Harold Wl shy.

Pai nting and Mdel ling: Joan and John Liddell, Jeannie Cannon.
Musi c: Cassie Russell.
Dance and Dranma: Eva and d ynn Faithfull.

AUG 29-SEPT.1 Wor ki ng House Party

SEPT. 5-8 Experimental Painting and Mdel ling,
Jeanni e Cannon

SEPT, 12- | deas about | deas
Har ol d \Wal shy

SEPT. 19-22 | Define My Religion
Set on Pol | ock

SEPT. 26- 29 Does it Matter What W Do ?
J. Norman d ai ster



Details of programme and charges are available fromthe

Secretary. ]

There are frequent trains from Paddi ngton to Reading, 10s. | d.

return fare.

The fast trains do the journey in 45 m nutes.

Coaches | eave Victoria Coach Station hourl yfronv. 30a. rn.
(arriving Reading Station 9.40 a.m) to 10.30p. m Kenp's buses to

Wal | i ngf ord, Benson,
few yards from Readi ng Station,
(2s. 4d.return),

as foll ows:

and Abi ngdon start from Blagrave Street, a
and pass Braziers Lane
whi ch | eads straight to Braziers Park. Tinmes are

Brazi ers Lane Readi ng Sout h

Readi ng Sout h Lane
a.m 7.30 7.58
8. 45 9.16
9. 00 9.34
11.15 11. 44
11. 45 (not 12. 16
p.m 1.15 1. 44
2. 45 3.16
3.15 3.44
5.15 5.44
5. 45 6.16
7.15 7.44
9.15 9.44
9.45 10. 16
10. 45 11.14

a.m 9.39 a.m 10. 10
10. 38 11. 10

11. 09 11. 40

p.m 12.38 p.m 1.10
2.09 2.40

2.38 3.10

4. 38 5.10

5.09 (Sat & Sun.) 5.40

6. 37 7.10

8. 38 9.10

On Sunday norning the first
bus | eaves Reading 11.45 a.m

Goring is three nmiles fromBraziers Park and has train

connections w th Reading,

London,

and Oxford, but there is no bus

service. Taxis can be hired at the Station.
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