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Fruitful Rel ationships

"BRAZIERS PARK ... is thus a centre fromwhich, by the interpenetration of
i deas and experience, fruitful relationships nmay be newly perceived or
created, and new forns of thought energe,”

Since these words were witten, early in 1950, in the opening paragraph of
the Braziers Park brochure, much has been contributed, by nany different
people, to the changing pattern of thought and activity at the School; and
not the | east valuable of these contributions have come from nmenbers of other
organi zations pursuing sinilar lines, who have fromtinme to tinme used
Braziers Park as a conference centre, or participated with us in joint con-
ferences. W have gai ned, too, by what our nenbers have brought to us from

their contacts with other creative groups.

This issue of the Quarterly is in a sense an acknow edgnent of sone part of
these debts. Alfred Cannon has expanded for publication the brief account
that he gave at our Sunmmer School of his recent experience with the New
Educati on Fel | owshi p; and Cal eb Gattegno contributes a report of the
International Senminar held jointly with the International Training Institute,

under his | eadership, at Braziers Park this sumer.

To integrate differing approaches has al ways been an aim of the founders of
the School, but it nay be argued, froma study of our programmes, that we do
not sufficiently often seek out the truly different, the controversial, the
opponent of integration. It has appeared, however, that even between those
who nmeet with good will and a desire to resolve differences the existing
techni ques are not always adequate to achi eve conpl ete nutual understandi ng,
and t he problem of communication has cone again and again to the fore. One of
the nmost interesting sessions of this year's Sensory Sunmer School, of which
a detailed report will shortly be available in duplicated form was devoted
to an attack on the "sound barrier" that seens to separate the intellectua
fromthe poetic approach; and Dr. Gattegno's report in this issue does not
conceal certain differences that appeared during the International Sem nar

and were discussed there with sincerity but w thout reconciliation.

We have nuch to | earn about how best to become open both to our own
experience and to that of others. Braziers Park can contribute to this
understandi ng; and this issue of the Quarterly, at first sight appearing to
deal mainly with the work of other organizations, presents aspects of an

activity that is central to our own grow h. RGF



Creative Witing

DURI NG t he 1952 Sunmmer School at Braziers Park, as a pendant to an account by
my wi fe of her experience in guiding the painting group at the 1952 New
Educati on Fel | owshi p Summer School, | spoke for a few minutes on ny
experience in the creative witing group there. That contribution has led to
this short account's being witten of what nenbership of the witing group
meant, and what it rmay prove possible to gather fromit in our devel oping

activity at Braziers.

O the dozen or so in the witing group, led by Mss Marjorie L. Hourd,

aut hor of "The Education of the Poetic Spirit" and "Sonme Enptional Aspects of
Learning", the majority were native to this country, the others consisting of
four Danes (one a woman), one Australian woman, one native of N geria, and
one Norwegi an. The group net from10 till 1 on each of the seven working days
of the conference. Wth the exception of nyself, all participants were whol e-
time menbers of the teaching profession

After sone introductory remarks by Mss Hourd, inviting us to introduce
ourselves to one another and to indicate what had led us to enter the group
these introductions were effected. There followed an invitation fromthe

| eader to us all to wite on the spot anything that was then "in us" waiting
to be expressed; and this drew forth a nunber of very brief contributions, of
whi ch an unforgettabl e poemon a searing personal experience (witten by the
Nor wegi an) stanped itself, | felt, on the heart of everyone. O that first
session | renenber very little else (inclining ne to wonder whether there may
have been in it sonmething | still need to keep down), except that we tal ked
far nore freely than m ght have been expected, noticed the relevance to the
general human condition of the experience of the poets—especially when the

| eader read extracts to us—and were invited to | eave available for Mss Hourd

anything that "got witten" by us, so to speak

The character of the ensuing days' "work" (both in the group and in private)
can be best approached through nention of its main patterns, and an attenpt
at this follows; but in the forefront | feel bound to enphasize how a
peculiarly difficult challenge was made an occasion for a real triunph. The
real com ng together—er rather, growi ng in com ng-togetherness—ef any group
is inevitably an unpredictabl e business. Wen to that universal experience is
added the real |anguage difficulty for half the Danish contingent it will be
appreciated that we had to | earn—and di d—the significance of the (as we cane

to call it) creative silence of the strangers in our nidst.

Until that |evel of understanding had been reached, we were sw nmni ng agai nst
the stream for our "concern" for the handicap of our Danish friends was

visited on them as preoccupation with our concern



From t he second norni ng onwards—and here | sketch the pattern of our
sessions—we had the rich experience of being an audience for one another's
witing: poens and prose renderings of experience (often of childhood) read
to us by our l|eader, followed by comment fromher, fromus, and fromthe
witer, with readings by Mss Hourd and by us of poens aroused in our

recollection by the witing we had done and heard.

The toing and froing of coment was very lively, though we learnt also to
experience silences as a part of the whol e experience as nourishing, if not
nore so, than the things said. W were taken aback (I think that
general i zation can stand) by the confirmation we found again and again in our
foray into the territory of Wordsworth (especially "The Prelude"), Keats,
Marvell, Eliot, and many others, of the awareness of our l|iving selves

yi el ded by contenporary psychol ogical insights into our nature; and it was in
that dinension that we pin-pointed the obstacles to the re-connexi on of our
feeling and our thought, and thus to the cost of the journey of witing "from
oursel ves", creatively, as we have acquired the habit of saying. How true
found this in ny own neagre encounter with the witing of sonmething that Mss
Hourd described as "coning on" towards a poem and in the setting down of a
hol i day experience in Greece that | had never previously felt the urge to
incarnate in words! The conmmon denoninator of all this and the |level from

whi ch we have been working at Braziers in attenpted phil osophica
fornul ati ons, in painting, dance, drama, and nusic, will need no underlining

for those who have participated in our many weekends there.

A word nore on the excitenment of entering into the witten material as it
flowed: it was excitenent when, unm stakably, the witer had been grasped by
the experience; then the fire was rel eased, and the fitness of the words,
their cadence, the colour, the shape of the passage, carried, convinced,
amgoing to get—+ can't help getting—ore and nore out of reading of creative
witing, | found nmyself reflecting, and, a twin thought: this is where the
barrier is—dntil one is recessed enough, transparent enough, to be grasped by
what one woul d compass in one's witing—Shelley's "careful observation of the
inspired moment". | even rashly decided to see what could cone out of this

experinent in ny work with Borstal boys, and have just commenced that job.

Yes, it is "On Not Being Able to Paint" in the witer's key; and what was |
gropi ng for when sone nonths ago | "had a go" at our first poetry reading at
Braziers? Was it neant to lead to creative witing at Braziers? The Summrer
School felt we ought to enbark, there and then if possible, and | amsure it

won't be | ong before we do.

W all wote a word on what the experience had neant to us, the Dane as
nmovi ngly as any. After speaking of nmy own deeper recognition of the price of



liberation into creative expression, | found nyself saying that ny trust had
been deepened in the "treasures of Africa" we have within us, and that the
terrors of those treasures had been nade nore bearable. The spreading of this
approach seens to be limted largely by the nunber of those able to "hatch"
such groups and (in the world of schools) the resistance of the educationa

hi erarchi es, the encounter with which is after all part of the gane of life.
What are the toes of hierarchies when it is a case of stopping offending
against "these little ones"?—+to0 say nothing of comng to terns with the child
in oneself; for that is the core of the experience | have tried to describe.
A.  CANNON.

The I nternational Semn nar
July 29 - August 12. 1952

(ORGANI ZED by the International Training Institute with Braziers
participation as an experinment, this international course was the 47th of the
I.T.1, and the 8th held at Braziers Park since March, 1951. People, mainly
teachers, cone to these courses from Bel gium France, Germany, G eat Britain,
Swi tzerl and, and ot her places, first because they want to visit Geat
Britain, secondly because the ternms offered are satisfactory, and thirdly
because the thene of the seminar appeals to them But once at Braziers they
find sonmething very different fromwhat they expected. The atnosphere takes
theminmedi ately, they undergo the new experience of not needing tine to
settle. The group is so quickly a unit that by the second day everyone feels
he has been there for weeks. Another interesting experience is that the
peopl e who arrive very tired, barely out of their schools after the hectic
weeks of end of termor end of session, do not need nore than one day to fee

fresh again and partake fully of the course.

The programme of the fortnight is the outcome of many experinents with
programes for such courses, and has acquired a pattern that is unani nously
recogni zed as satisfactory: two sessions a day of discussions, experinent,
rarely a talk; five days a week of work and two of excursions. The

di scussions last two hours, sonetines a little longer. The rest of the tinme
is the really useful tine for personal contacts and expl oration either of the
nei ghbour hood or of one's soul. The studio, the reading roons, the wal ks, the
free talks round the table or during washing-up, all contribute to the

di scovery of oneself. Few fail to have during that fortnight an illumnating

experi ence.

The |I.T.1, international courses are organized with the purpose of doing



pi oneering work in the field of international education. Their programes,
therefore, are not of the information-giving type. Little know edge is

i mparted, as such, to the participants, and it is assuned that there is as
yet no authority in this field. To discuss x's or y's ideas one does not need
to travel so far: the true value of such a gathering is the varying
experience avail able, so that everyone has something to give as well as to

take, and the give is stressed.

The techni que that has been found after years of investigation springs from
the di scovery that what we have to educate is not intellectual understanding
but awareness. In fact, only when people are nade deeply aware of what is the
matter with a problemis there any hope that they, personally, will share in

its consideration. And this is what is neant by education.

The thenes are inportant, too, and this year the course was concerned with
two questions: education for service contrasted with education for
| eadership, and the British node of thought.

On the first topic the discussions were often difficult. The various aspects
of the question seened to take people by surprise. For instance, the

di scussion on: "Are we creating a new class distinction through the
Intelligence Quotient?", i.e., are we replacing a noney or a birth hierarchy
by a hierarchy based upon the nunerical value of this quotient?, was very
difficult because it seenmed so natural that the posts of responsibility in
soci ety should go to the ablest citizens, and people took for granted that
ability is neasurable absolutely and with inpartiality. To nake people aware
of the way they accept ideas and use themis always a | engthy and el aborate
j ob.

We experienced sonme difficulty also in the discussions concerning the node
we use in making our judgments. It is usual to be unconscious of one's nodel
We therefore had to bring to light that nodels were being used, and what they
were. It was then pointed out that nost nodels are either spacial or
concerned only with the past history of a situation, and that it would be
profitable to have nodels that use tinme explicitly and in both directions,
past and future. A spacial nodel is, for instance, one in which the main too
is integration, or an instinct; while a nodelusing time in one direction wll
only enable us to explain the present situation as arising out of historica
devel opnent, and will not explain where it can |lead us. Now what is needed of
education is that it should prepare people for their future, which in a
changi ng worl d cannot sinply be deduced fromthe past. Thus the service for
whi ch we have to educate is different fromthe | eadership that can be based
on known qualities: it is a capacity to give others a light on what their
future will be. W agreed that this was a new problem requiring for its



solution different nodes of thought fromthose avail abl e.

The second week was devoted to an experinental study of what a node of
thought is; how it depends upon social habits, |anguage, and traditions; and
what can be done to el aborate a node of thought nore conprehensive than those

exi sting and represented in the group

A node of thought is not easy to define, but it can be nade evident in
certain experinents. W shall nention only one of the several perforned
during that week. One of the participants told us how easily she could get
along with the British whom she had net at B.P. for the first tinme, and how
difficult she had found it to nake contacts with the Germans in Berlin for
the first 16 years of her life and after that for years with the Swiss in
Zurich. We then asked what people thought of her statenment, gathering

opi nions by countries rather than individually. The answers were nost
revealing, and the participants agreed that there were common features of
approach to the statenent that hinted at differing habits of thought. One
difference was extraordinarily clear; the non-British nenbers of the group
stressed that the speaker had no right to express an opinion about the
British after such a short acquaintance; while for the British her experience
was sufficient reason for expressing it. The French node of thought, we found
later, is such that it applies the rules of abstraction twi ce running, while
the British applies themonce on concrete material, and the German requires a

hi storical perspective for its satisfaction

This, so briefly said, nmay nean little to the reader, but it is full of life
and neaning to those who partook in the experinments. The weal th of know edge
gathered by all during the course was stressed in their concluding remarks on
the last day. It was a new sort of know edge, an awareness, a profound
experience that established Braziers Park for all as an inportant stage in
their growth. C. GATTEGNO

The New Synthesis or Creation

Foll owi ng are sone of the verses witten under this title at the Creative
Lear ni ng and Teachi ng weekend held at Braziers Park in June and reported in
our |ast issue.

Merge, merge into one—Thoughts, feelings, colour, and pride:
Merge into the lovely light

O day and cl ouds and green

That woul d i nduce ny m nd



In the making of a picture.

Alone, | amfree, arbitrary, capricious;
But hi dden hands guide an unthinking will. Laws against ne linmt, oppress
deny, But there is relief in responsibility surrendered. Were shall | be

commanded, yet conmand;

Act freely, yet universally?

Archi medes got in the bath

To wash his dirty feet.

He saw the water level rise

As he lowered in his neat,

He suddenly yell ed "Eureka"

And he rushed out in the street.

Somet hi ng ol d and sonet hi ng new,
The adage tells of sonething bl ue.
These the outward signs that show
A marriage of the things we know.
This brings life and this new thing
Brings creation in the Spring.

It is too true that of old

W all did what we were told.

Synt hesis, to be new,

Must know what it nust do.

Many m nds together rnust think

How to draw all back fromthe brink

We and sonet hing nore

We and sonet hing to adore

Lear ni ng and teaching

Far beyond our stretch.

Let us create and in creating

Express our fears, our |ove, our pain.
Let us create and then, having created,
Go further and create again,

Lest that which we create becones profane.



Associ ates. Those whose interest has been aroused by what they have seen or
read of our activities nmay becone Associates of Braziers Park on payment of
an annual subscription of one guinea. Associates receive copies of the
Quarterly and all weekend programes, and are entitled to special rates on
visits to Braziers Park (see page 2). Those other than Menbers or Associ ates

who wish to receive the Quarterly regularly should wite to the Secretary.

Contributions to the Quarterly, and suggestions for its inprovement, are

al ways wel cone. They should be addressed to Ms. E. Fisk at Braziers Park.

Accommodation. Braziers Park is occasionally available for conferences of
ot her organizations. Particulars of charges are obtainable fromthe

Secretary. W are also pleased to offer accommpdation to those wishing to
spend a holiday in the country, and to students and others seeking a quiet

pl ace for private study, research, or witing.
HANDLI ST OF LECTURES AND COURSES AUTUMN, 1952

This list is an outline only of our programe. If any of the titles interest
you, do please wite for a detailed syllabus, with tine-table and readi ng
list. This will place you under no obligation to attend, but will show you

the full scope and intention of the Course.
OCT. 3-6 Experimental Painting and Mdel | i ng, Jeanni e Cannon

OCT. 10-13 Looki ng Back fromthe Year 2000, A discussion on Edward
Bel | any' s book of the same name Jointly with Friends of the
Future Harold Wal sby; @ ynn Faithfull; John Rowan

OCT. 17-20 Learn to Learn a Foreign Language, A ynn Faithfull (Gernman
Tutor), Eric Dawson (Italian Tutor)

CCT. 24-27 Experimental Painting and Mdel | ing, Jeannie Cannon

CCT. 31 Hal | owe' en Party

NOV. 3 Square Dancing. Caller: John d aister

NOv. 7-10 Anni versary Exhibition and Tea Party

NOV. 14-17 Experimental Painting and Mdel | i ng, Jeanni e Cannon

NOvV. 21-24 A Technique for Solving Difficulties, J. Norman d ai ster

NOV. 28 Creative Destruction

DEC. 1 Har ol d WAl sby

DEC. 5-8 Manners and Conventions: New and A d, J. Norman d ai ster
and Ot hers

DEC. 12-15 Creative Learning and Teaching, C. Gattegno and Jeannie

Cannon



DEC. 19-22 Musi ¢ and Drana—Nativity Play, Eva Faithfull and Kathl een

Russel |
DEC. 24-27 Christrmas Party

Those who wish to spend Christmas at Braziers nmay book for the week Dec. 19-
26 if preferred

PROVI SI ONAL  ARRANGEMENTS TO MARCH

DEC. 31 What Shall We do with Qur Lives?
JAN. 12 Hol i day Conference for Juniors
JAN. 23-26 Square Dancing and its Tradition

JAN. 30 - FEB. 2 Geat |deas

FEB. 6-9 Nati onal Language and | nternational Language
FEB. 13-16 Getting One's Owmn Vay
FEB. 20-23 Experimental Misic G oup

FEB. 27 - MAR 2 The Logic of Irrationality



