An Introduction to Braziers Park School of Integrative Social Research

Braziers Park School began in 1950 and is both a community and an adult residential college.  It is the oldest secular community in the UK. We study social change,  with ourselves as the experiment; the aim being to develop more harmonious forms of social organisation.  Permaculture, which is a model for creating a sustainable human and agricultural ecology, is one of the methods we aspire to.

Braziers is a centre for adult continuing education.  Courses take place mainly at the weekend when the residents and volunteers look after the visitors please see our website for listings.  Approximately twelve permanent residents and up to eight volunteers live at Braziers.  There is a network of members and friends of Braziers who live outside who support the organisation or assist in its functioning.

The permanent residents work part-time for the community/college in exchange for keep and some people also have a job outside or pay to live here.  Everybody gives one day’s work free as part of their community service.  All in the community take some responsibility for the house, gardens, estate and administration.

Volunteers work approximately 30 hours per week over 5 days including either Saturday or Sunday.  There are a number of meetings held during the week to discuss and organise things and each morning at 9 am we gather for a short time to connect with each other and decide how to share the tasks for the day.  Please ensure you have breakfast before the meeting and arrive on time so as not to disrupt our short silence.  There is a separate volunteers meeting each Monday at 4.Work regularly includes cleaning the house, cooking for the visitors and community, work in the gardens and estate and the farm, (we  usually have sheep, chickens and pigs), maintenance, building, decorating and office administration.  

We do not provide English lessons and you need at least a good grasp of spoken  English in order to be able to work here  – English is always spoken in public areas.  If English is not your first language you will find plenty of opportunity to develop and improve.

People from all belief systems are welcome and diversity is encouraged.  Living here is an opportunity to experience community life and to exchange skills and cultural experiences.  It is an opportunity to experience change and growth as an individual, and as part of a group.

We grow some of our own food (fruit, herbs and vegetables).  Our philosophy is to avoid using chemicals and pesticides. We often make our own bread, cider, wine, jams and pickles.   We eat a restricted meat diet, which means most days we do not have meat at all, usually we only eat our own home-reared meat  The majority of the food we buy is organic and from local suppliers.  Please advise us if you have any food allergies or need a special diet.  

There is no smoking permitted in the house and smoke detectors are fitted in all rooms.  Smokers may smoke outside the building but please do not drop litter. 

Our water is  from the mains and sewerage is into a septic tank which has a delicate balance  disrupted by the chemicals in many toiletries and detergents. We ask you to  use eco products that are fully biodegradable and we do have some organic toiletries for sale.  

A wood chip district heating system is being installed and we have wood burning stoves and an open fire – in the cooler months you will need warm clothing in the house. There are some spare outdoor jackets and boots for volunteers

Braziers is a 29 hectare estate and organic farm in the heart of the country, the nearest small town is Wallingford (8km).  The nearest large town is Reading (15km) and Oxford city is (30km).  There is a good bus service between Reading and Oxford (X39 and X40) the bus stop is 5 minutes away from the house (you will need a torch at night).  London Paddington is 25 mins from Reading.  Some residents are members of a community car share scheme. Residents may give volunteers lifts in their cars at their discretion. There are usually two bicycles available which must be maintained, repaired and cleaned by users after each outing.  

As we are in a rural area we look to ourselves to make our entertainment: marking the changing seasons with camp fires and celebrations, music and dancing, participating in courses, films,  discussions, board games  and occasional outings.  We try to make our working and leisure time enjoyable and varied.  

There is a private lounge for residents and volunteers to relax in with a TV,  laptop connection, board games and musical instruments.  There is a separate computer room with two PCs and laptop station.  We prefer not to use WiFi most of the time. The Library contains mainly reference books and is a quiet study area while The Study contains a fiction library and another TV with DVD player. There is  a quiet meditation/yoga/therapy room on the top floor.  We are on the edge of the Chilterns, an area of outstanding natural beauty and close to The Ridgeway, one of the oldest pathways in the country, The river Thames is also quite close and there is an outdoor swimming pool in Wallingford in summer and indoor public pool in Reading.

There are two pubs within walking distance, The Black Horse (40mins) and The King William (25mins), the Village Store and Post Office is about 10 minutes walk

There is a telephone room  with an honesty box for payment – please always time your call (if overseas or to a mobile) and check the correct amount to be paid. 

Accommodation may be in the house, Garden Cottage or outbuildings/caravans and is often shared with one or two others (same gender).  In the summer we can accommodate extra volunteers camping on our large campsite.

On arrival you will be greeted by your 'link person' who will show you around and help you to settle in during your first week - please let this person know about any problems or queries you may have, if they are not available please speak to any resident.  We hope you enjoy your time with us and would really appreciate it if you could take the time to write a few words about your experiences here in the volunteers book before you leave.  There is also a volunteers blog on our website for you to stay in touch in the future.

